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2012-13 Chapter Officers 
 
Presidents 

Tom & Sue Smith (Carrie ‘16) 
tyssks@yahoo.com 

 
Vice Presidents 

Scot Sutschek (Kyle ‘15) 
sootch@att.net  

 
Secretary 

VACANT 
 

Treasurer 
Carlene Smith (Ens. Kendra 

‘14) 
carlenedavid@sbcglobal.net 

 
Web Masters 

Peg Talbot (Ens. Erin ‘13) 
ptpeg@aol.com 

 
Newsletter Editor 

VACANT 
 
Facebook Page Manager 

Bruce Talbot (Ens. Erin ‘13) 
brucertalbot@aol.com 

 
 
Ways and Means 

VACANT 
 

President’s Message 
Dear Fellow Great Lakes Parents: 
As we write this letter, the 
Academic year 2013-2014 is 
reaching its completion. This is a 
good time to take a few minutes to 
try to put our personal and 
collective experiences in 
perspective.  Just two years ago, 
we were planning to travel to and 
drop off our then Swab to a place 
we really new very little about. 
From where we sit now; we find 
that our daughter will soon 
complete 100th week which; as 
some of us know, is the exact mid 
point of their time at the Academy. 
This is really amazing. There were 
times when getting to and through 
even one week seemed like an 
eternity.  From here; however, it is 
easier to really begin to appreciate 
the journey that our daughter and 
her shipmates have embarked on. 
The Firsties, many of which we 
have met, will soon be 
Commissioned Ensigns. Even as 
parents, we have shared in their 
triumphs and challenges. We have 
seen the wonderful things that they 
have accomplished. We have met 
and become good friends with 
their parents and families.  
Through sharing their experiences, 
we have had a great opportunity to 
grow in our understanding of life 
at the Academy. There are many 
positive things happening at the 
Academy each and every day. We 
all benefit from this. Our Firsties 
are now incredibly mature and 
confident young adults, and we are 
especially excited for their futures. 
We will look forward to hearing 
about their new billets. 
 
There are always unforeseen 
events that happen in the course of 
the years. Probably one of the 

greatest of these that we have 
experienced through our cadet is 
the sequestration. It is a very 
serious reminder about the 
importance that the economy can 
have on our cadets. We are very 
impressed about how well the 
Academy is handling this 
challenge. Training and travel 
have been only minimally 
affected; and, academic positions 
and course offerings are being 
carefully evaluated and protected 
as much as possible. We are 
learning to never take the Federal 
budgeting process for granted.   As 

GLPA Newsletter 
Spring 2014 Issue 

Published by the Great Lakes Chapter of the 
United States Coast Guard Academy Parents’ 

Association. 

Something you’d like to see in 
the GLPA Newsletter? Send it 

in to brucertalbot@aol.com 
Submissions are always  

desired. I am the editor, but 
YOU are the reporters! 

UPCOMING DATES 
 
21 May 2014: Graduation! 

7 June 2014: “Swab Picnic” 
Coast Guard Station Michigan 
City, Indiana Noon to 4:00pm. 
RSVP: tyssks@yahoo.com 

19 July 2014: Chicago-
Mackinaw Race Parent Picnic at 
Chicago’s Navy Pier. Details 
pending USCG Dist. 9 H.Q. 

2 August 2014: Coast Guard Fes-
tival Parent’s Lunch, American 
Legion, 700 S. harbor Dr., Grand 
Haven, MI Noon to 1:30 pm, fol-
lowed by ship tours.  

7 September 2014: Parent Picnic 
at Station Calumet Harbor, Chi-
cago, Illinois Noon to 4:00pm.  

24-26 October 2014: Parent’s 
Weekend on campus. 

27 December 2014: Northern 
Illinois All Academy Ball at the 
Oak Brook Hills Resort. Other 
state ball dates are pending. 

22-25 January 2015 Strictly Sail 
Chicago Show USCGA booth,  
brucertalbot@aol.com 

 



 

WELCOME INCOMING CLASS OF 2018! 
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Name of Appointed Student Home Town 

Peter Bied Chicago, IL 

Caleigh Cobb Lindenhurst, IL 

William Daniels Flossmoor, IL 

Fabien Diaz Chicago, IL 

Alexandria Janopoulos Chicago, IL 

Jewell Jenkins Chicago, IL 

Oliver Kremer Prairie Grove, IL 

Lexie Laboy Chicago, IL 

Alyssa Laystrom Lake Zurich, IL 

Abigail Mann Crystal Lake, IL 

Sara Nolan Chicago, IL 

Indigo Ruiz Chicago, IL 

Allison Rychtanek Elgin, IL 

Emma Saunders LaGrange, IL 

Zachary Serna Palatine, IL 

Calvin Vuu Chicago, IL 

Nicholas Dunbar Carmel, IN 

Angel Fay Culver, IN 

Brendan Stephany Council Bluffs, IA 

Patrick Jackson Grosse Point, MI 

Michael Natole Framington, MI 

Madison Tluczek Brighton, MI 

Maral Toukhanian Troy, MI 

Erin Wright Alpena, MI 

Ryan Condon Rosemount, MN 

Tyler Furry Plymouth, MN 

Luke Orr Lee’s Summit, MO 

Nathan Rushing St. Louis, MO 

Nicholas Hubner Clinton, WI 

Dylan Tschumper Hudson, WI 

         
Over 2,000 applications were 

received for the Class of 2018. After 
careful study of the applications, the 
admissions office tendered 340 ap-
pointments.  It is anticipated that 
250 cadets will be sworn-in on  
R-Day after some students decline 
their appointments and a few will 
have a  medical condition that  
prevents them from attending.   

The Class of 2018 will be one of 
the most diverse classes with 36% 
women and 33% minority cadets.  
The class is also shaping-up to be 
one of the most  impressive with  a 
3.84 GPA on a 4.0 scale, and an 
average SAT score of 660 math (on 
an 800 point scale).  By comparison, 
the average high school student in 
Illinois scored a 517 on the SAT test 
in 2013. Of those appointed, 15% 
were either class valedictorians or  
salutatorians. 

The Class of 2018 is also a 
physically fit class with an average 
P.F.E. score of 220 out of a possible 
300.  This class has 44% rated high 
school athletes and 9% musicians. 
Just over 29% had attended the 
A.I.M. summer program. 

The Class of 2018 is also geo-
graphically diverse with cadets rep-
resenting 49 states plus the District 
of Columbia, the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands, and several living in foreign 
countries.  

 
Good luck to  

all our new swabs! 
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parents of cadets we should 
continue to try to be supportive in 
any way that we can. 
Our experiences through the 
Parent Club have allowed us to 
meet many people at  the 
Academy and within the Fleet. 
The help and advice we received 
from fellow parents was 
invaluable in helping us navigate 
the uncertain times. Very soon, we 
will all welcome another incoming 
group of eager cadets and their 
families: the Class of 2018. Our 
sons and daughters enter the 
Academy depending greatly on the 
values and support we as parents 
have strived to give them. These 
values are reinforced, and new 
ones—Honor and Devotion to 
Duty—are learned. It is amazing 
to watch the transformation from 
follower to leader, and to remain 
connected with them as they make 
this journey. This is where active 
participation in the Parents 
Organization provides a great 
benefit. We have many new ways 
to share times and conversations, 
including the postings on 
Facebook, the web, and the 
newsletter. These provide both 
direct information and have given 
us ‘talking points’ to re-connect 
with our busy cadets. The events 
we will hold during the year, 
beginning with the Swab Picnic 
and ending with the All Academy 
Balls are designed to enrich their 
journey. 
 

We would like to encourage your 
active participation in the Great 
Lakes Chapter. It would be great 
to have active representation from 
all of our Great Lakes states. We 
would especially like to thank our 
outgoing members who have done 
an outstanding job and contributed 
so much to our Chapter. Our 
Annual Swab Picnic, to welcome 
the Class of 2018, will be 
Saturday, June 7th, at the Coast 
Guard Station in Michigan City, 
IN. In addition to welcoming the 
new ‘Swabs’, we also hold our 
Annual Business Meeting, with 
elections of Officers.                 

(President’s Message from page 1)  This year, we will have an opening 
for Treasurer, and would like to 
fill the currently open position of 
Chapter Secretary. In addition, 
there are opportunities to 
participate as Chairs for 
Fundraising (currently jewelry 
sales), and representation on the 
Northern Illinois All Academy 
Ball Committee. The All Academy 
Ball Committee is especially 
important because the Coast Guard 
and Merchant Marine Academies 
together will host once again in 
December of 2016. It is important 
to have experience in order to plan 
appropriately. We want our year to 
again be a memorable and 
enjoyable event. It is very 
rewarding to see how much our 
cadets enjoy this and the other 
Great Lakes States’ annual 
military balls. This is also a good 
opportunity to meet parents with 
cadets in the other service 
academies. If you are interested in 
any of these positions, please 
contact Sue or I; or we can discuss 
them with you at the June 7 
meeting. We look forward to our 
time together. We hope to see you 
then. 

 

Tom & Sue Smith 
Class of 2016 Parents 
CGA GLPA Presidents 

 

GLPA Spring 2014 Newsletter 

Show Your Coast 
Guard Pride! 

Order Now at  
carlenedavid 

@sbcglobal.net 
 or 630-968-6761 

 
Cover Necklace $35 
Eagle Necklace $30 

Medallion Necklace $30 
Zipper Pull $6, 

2 or more $5 each. 
 

We will have these 
available at or table 
on R-Day so please 
stop by and see us. 
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USCGA Cadet Chorale Group Visits Chicago 
 

Dr. Robert Newton and 15 members of the US Coast Guard Academy Cadet Chorale came to the Chicago area in 
January.  They performed three times: on Jan 17 at the Aurora, Illinois, Mathematics and Science Academy (1/c 
Kendra Smith’s high school) with the high school’s acapella group,  Saturday, Jan 18 in Chicago at Navy Pier (see 
picture below taken at the Navy Pier Crystal Gardens) and their main  performance Sunday, Jan 19 at the Classic 
Cinemas Tivoli Theatre in Downers Grove, IL.  The 1,000 seat theater was half-full and the 1/c cadets said it was 
their best venue and best crowd in their four years at the academy! 
 Our Great Lakes cadets who made the trip were 1/c Sam Ruby, 1/c Kendra Smith, 2/c Victoria Gurtler,  
2/c James Mueller, 3/c Jamie Davis, and  
4/c Abby Culp. 
 Thank you to Bruce Talbot and John 
Rogers for covering each performance in their 
Admissions Partner role.  If you have the oppor-
tunity, attend a movie or event at the Classic 
Cinemas Tivoli Theatre and thank Shirley John-
son for her generous donation of use of the facil-
ity.  Thank you to the many Great Lakes parents/
families who attended. Thank you to Tom and 
Sue Smith who made the Tivoli happen and for 
helping with the dinner for the Chorale. 
 Video clips of the performances are on 
You Tube, search for “USCGA Tivoli” in the 
search box.    
  Submitted by parents Carlene and David Smith.  

 
 

Parents weekend is an ex-
citing on-campus event for par-
ents and a much needed break 
from the pressures of cadet life 
at the academy.  Here are some 
tips to make the most of Par-
ents Weekend 2014. 

1). Plan on arriving on 
Thursday afternoon or evening 
rather than Friday.  Parents are 
allowed to shadow their cadets 
to Friday classes, but if you are 
flying into New England you 
will probably not arrive at the 
academy until after noon.   
Arriving Thursday will allow 
you to sit in on the morning 
classes and have lunch with 
your cadet. Your cadet will be 
happy too because they do not 
have to march in formation to 
their classes if their parents are 
walking along side. 

Parents Weekend On Campus 
October 24-26, 2014 

2). If you have not done so 
yet make your airlines and hotel 
reservations NOW!  Hotels in the 
New London/Mystic area will 
sellout for parents weekend so 
procrastinators can be faced with 
long commutes to the Academy 
from distant hotels. Check the 
USCGA Alumni web site for 
hotels in the area that offer a 
USCGA room rate.  These rates 
are often significantly below the 
lowest rates published on the 
hotel web site.  You must call the 
hotel front desk and ask for the 
“Coast Guard Academy Rate”. 

3). Plan on attending the foot-
ball game.  The cadets will be 
required to attend the game for  
esprit de corp. This is standard 
practice at the other service  
academies too.  

4). Be sure to stop by the 
Great Lakes table in Leamy 
Hall to say hi and purchase one 
of our great USCGA jewelry 
items. Remember, all proceeds 
go to support our Great Lakes 
cadets. 

Dr. Robert Newton and the Cadet Chorale at Navy Pier’s 
Crystal Garden Saturday, January 18, 2014. 
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Ethan Baisden 
Engineering Officer 

CGC Rush  
Honolulu, HI 

Maren Balke 
Deck Officer 
CGC Midgett 
Seattle, WA 

Patrick Beringer 
Engineering Officer 

CGC Resolute 
St. Petersburg, FL 

Samuel Birch 
Engineering Officer 

CGC Midgett  
Seattle, WA 

Kumar Brunhart-McBratney 
Deck Officer 

CGC Decisive  
Pascagoula, MS 

Michael Caballero 
Prevention 

Sector New York 
Staten Island, NY 

David Carrier 
Engineering Officer 

CGC Decisive  
Pascagoula, MS 

Jamie Chicoine 
Deck Officer 

CGC Campbell 
Portsmouth, NH 

Grant De Visser 
Engineering Officer 

CGC Munro 
Kodiak, AK 

Kelsey DePorto 
Deck Officer 
CGC Midgett  
Seattle, WA 

Gary Ezzo 
Deck Officer 

CGC Boutwell 
San Diego, CA 

Wyatt Harvey 
Engineering Officer 

CGC Boutwell 
San Diego, CA 

Judy Hooymans 
Engineering Officer 

CGC Polar Star 
Seattle, WA 

Samuel Keith 
Deck Officer 

CGC Northland 
Portsmouth, VA 

Jacob Kramp 
Deck Officer 
CGC Waeche 
Alameda, CA 

Eric Lenoir 
Engineering Officer 

CGC Mackinaw 
Cheboygan, MI 

Brandy Lowary 
Engineering Officer 

CGC Boutwell 
San Diego, CA 

Lexie Ludewig 
Engineering Officer 

CGC Bear 
Portsmouth, VA 

Brandan Magnuson 
Deck Officer 
CGC Aspen 

San Francisco, CA 

Ryan Moore 
Deck Officer 

CGC Mackinaw 
Cheboygan, MI 

Jake Mueller 
Deck Officer 

CGC Vigorous 
Cape May, NJ 

Brad Pienta 
Deck Officer 

CGC Elm 
Atlantic Beach, NC 

Sam Ruby 
Deck Officer 
CGC Spencer 
Boston, MA 

Carter Schlank 
Pilot Training 

Naval Flight School 
Pensacola, FL 

Kendra Smith 
Deck Officer 

CGC Steadfast 
Astoria, OR 

Jake Taylor 
Deck Officer 

CGC Fir 
Astoria, OR 

Evan Truman 
Deck Officer 

CGC Decisive 
Pascagoula, MS 

Kaitlin Ward 
Deck Officer 
CGC Willow 
Newport, RI 

  

Congratulations to the 2014 Great Lakes CGA Graduates! 

These outstanding new officers were presented U.S. flags flown over the USCGC EAGLE as a token of 
the Great Lakes Parents’ Association’s respect and appreciation for their hard work over the past four 
years. Bravo Zulu!! 
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Parent Events 

Annual Welcome “Swab” Family Picnic 
June 7, 2014 at Station Michigan City, Indiana 

Graduation Gifts from Great Lakes Parents: 
An American Flag Flown on USCGC EAGLE 

Every year, the Great Lakes Parents 
purchase an American Flag from 
Valley Forge Flag Company (made 
in the USA) for every Great Lakes 
graduate. The flags are very special 
in that each one has been flown on 
America’s Tall Ship USCGC  
EAGLE and come with a certificate 
signed by Commanding Officer of 
the EAGLE, Captain Wes Pulver.  
Here is a note we just received: 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith, 
My name is Ryan Moore and I am a 
1/c at the Coast Guard Academy. 
When I got back to my room today  
I was honored to find an American 
Flag on my desk that had flown on 
Eagle. I’m assuming you had some-
thing to do with it since it says it is 
from the Great Lakes Chapter! 
Thank you very much, and I look 
forward to displaying it proudly in 
my first home! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
1/C Ryan Moore  

One of our most important Great Lakes Parents Association events is the 
annual Welcome Aboard “Swab Summer Family Picnic.”  The 2014 event 
will be held at Noon Central Time at Coast Guard Station Michigan City, 
Indiana.  The Admissions Office reports Illinois had a record number of 
appointments this year, so we expect a great turnout for the picnic. 
 This event passes on the life challenges and survival tips for both 
soon-to-be swabs and their parents from senior parents who have walked 
the path you are about to take.  If you can only make one parent event, this 
is the one to attend.  We will be serving lunch and soft drinks, but we ask 
each family to bring a cold dish or dessert to share with the other families 
and the station crew who will be joining us for lunch.  After lunch, we will 
have a short business meeting, elect our new officers (there are several 
openings—we could really use your help), and then there will be tours of 
the station’s 47-foot Motor Life Boat and their 25-foot Defender Class 
Response Boat. 
 We are also excited to announce that LT. Gim Kang, USCG 
Academy Admissions Officer, will be attending the luncheon and will 
speak about changes at the academy and his role as the local Chicago-
based Academy Admissions Officer.  

 Please R.S.V.P.  By June 
4th to Tom Smith via e-mail at: 
greatlakescgapa@gmail.com  
 Station Michigan City is 
located at 10 On The Lake and is 
only about an hour drive from 
Chicago off I-94.   

1/C Ryan Moore reading during 
the “Lessons & Carols” at the 
Academy Chapel Christmas 
Service, December 11, 2013. 

Would you like to see 
more information in 

the newsletter?  
So would we!   

Help us fill this space 
next time with a  
picture and story 

about your cadet or 
graduate out in the 

fleet.  
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    Great Lakes 
graduate LT. 
Katherine 
Murray, Class 
of 2009,  
recently com-
pleted a suc-
cessful assign-
ment as Com-
manding Offi-
cer of the 
USCG Cutter 
REEF SHARK (WPB 87371)  home ported in Puerto 
Rico. While commanding the REEF SHARK the Cut-
ter captured $24.8 million in cocaine!  Kate is now in 
Washington, DC, assigned to the White House.   

      LTJG Allison Murray, Class of 2011, is currently  
serving as the Executive Officer on USCG Cutter 
MAUI (WPB 1304), deployed to Bahrain.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
On March 28, 2014, she was named “Shipmate Of The 
Week” for helping an airliner crew with a passenger 
having a heart attack. Allison did chest compressions 
while the crew administered oxygen.  Several weeks 
later she learned the passenger survived. She will be 
returning home this Spring to assume the duties of 
Commanding Officer of USCGC TERN (WPB 87343) 
home ported in San Francisco, California. 

     Great Lakes graduate, Ensign Stephanie Bugyis, 
Class of 2013, from Munster Indiana, will have an 
exciting sea tale to tell you!  Her billet assignment is 
the newly overhauled heavy ice breaker POLAR 
STAR. After a 7-year absence from sea duty for a ma-
jor overhaul, POLAR STAR was assigned to break 
Antarctica ice in McMurdo Bay to allow fuel and re-
supply ships to reach scientists at the base. While on-
station the POLAR STAR was called upon to rescue 
the Russian research ship Akademik Shokalskiy and 
the Chinese ship Xue Long (Snow Dragon) both stuck 
in the ice.   What an adventure and import duty!  

Great Lakes Chapter Cadet 1/C Judy Hooymans 
served as the Cadet 
Regimental Staff Ex-
ecutive Officer for the 
second semester,  
pictured during the 
April 11 Regimental 
Review to honor   
Dr. Ernest J. Manfred, 
a Distinguished Profes-
sor Emeritus at the 
Academy. Judy is from 
Batavia, Illinois and 
will be reporting to the 
Cutter Polar Star upon 
graduation for the 
academy this May. 

   

GLPA Spring 2014 Newsletter 

Our Graduates in the Fleet Cadet Regimental Staff News 

Back To School for  
LT. Tom Olsen ‘10 

   LT. Thomas E. Olsen (Class of 2010), from St. Paul, 
Minnesota has spent the past two years in the  
Master’s Degree engineering program at the University 
of Michigan at Ann Arbor.  On May 2 and 3, 2014, he 
graduated with a double Master’s in Naval Architecture 
and Marine Engineering and also in Mechanical Engi-
neering.  He has relocated to the Washington, DC, area 
and will be working at the Marine Safety Center in 
Arlington, VA, for the next 
four years. Tom was  
promoted to Lieutenant on 
May 19. In 2010, while at the 
Academy, Tom won the 
American Society of Naval 
Engineers Award. 

Our nation’s only arctic heavy ice breaker, the  
399-foot USCGC POLAR STAR, built in 1976. 
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        LT. Gim Kang is part of a new, exciting program from the academy 
admissions office and will be attending our Swab Summer Picnic at Sta-
tion Michigan City on June 7.   Starting as a pilot program in 2013, LT. 
Kang was assigned to Chicago and the greater Midwest as a special admis-
sions officer focusing on diversity outreach.  Based out of Chicago, LT. 
Kang can travel anywhere in the region and is happy to assist applicants 
outside of his primary diversity mission.  Diversity is more than race, it 
includes geographic  
diversity.  The Midwest 
should have 25% of the 
cadets at the academy 
but currently has only 
10% of the corps of ca-
dets.  The pilot program 
was a HUGE success!  
Not only has minority 
student appointments 
increased but so has 
geographic diversity. 
For example,  Illinois 
had 21 appointments for this year’s incoming class, but only 3 Illinois  
cadets from the previous year. 
 Prior to joining the academy admissions office, LT Kang directed 
search and rescue missions over the Great Lakes, and severed as a contin-
gency planner in Louisiana during the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, and has 
served as a reserve force manager for Sector Sault Sainte Marie.  LT. Kang 
holds a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science from Purdue University, and 
a law degree (J.D.) from the Chicago-Kent College of Law. He is admitted 
to the bar in the State of Illinois and served as a lawyer for the Chicago 
Public School system before joining the Coast Guard in 2008. 
 Based on the success of the pilot program, the admissions officers 
map has been redrawn into five new regions from the previous seven with 
each region size based on average applications rather than geographic size. 
This should balance out the application review process workload per re-
gion.  For the first time, each new region, will also have a local admissions 
officer from the Coast Guard Reserves stationed in the region. New Lon-
don admissions officers will be doing far less travel as important events in 
the region will now be handled by the local admissions reserve officer.  
LT. Kang will stay on as our local admissions officer and will coordinate 
academy recruitment efforts in the Midwest between the admissions part-
ners program, the auxiliary program, and the academy admissions office. 
LT. Kang has helped staff our booth at the Strictly Sail Chicago Show at 
Navy Pier (pictured above) and will be available to attend many of the 
Great Lakes Chapter parent events throughout the year.  
 One way parents can give back to the Coast Guard and help local 
students learn about the educational opportunities at the academy is to be-
come an “Academy Admissions Partner.” Partners choose their level of 
volunteer commitment, typically, 10 to 16 hours per year.  Partners are 
trained on-line and, after completing a safety back ground check, represent 
the academy at high school college fairs, Congressional service academy 
events, and conduct interviews of local applicants.  Partners also present 
appointment certificates at high school awards programs.  If you are inter-
ested in the program, register on-line at: https://uscga.askadmissions.net/ 
emtinterestpage.aspx?ip=volunteernow 

GLPA Spring 2014 Newsletter 

Meet Our New Local Admissions Officer,  
LT. Gim Kang. 

         To our incoming Swab 
Parents:   The Parents Associa-
tion exists to support the Corps of 
Cadets, the Coast Guard Academy 
and the parents of all cadets. The 
four-year membership includes 
affiliation with the Great Lakes 
Chapter (or the chapter of your 
choice) and the Parents Associa-
tion e-Newsletter, as well as, re-
ceipt of the beautiful bi-monthly 
Alumni Association magazine, the 
monthly alumni e-Newsletter, 
discounted rates at area hotels, 
and notification of Coast Guard 
events in your area.  
     Memberships will be available 
for purchase on R-Day Weekend 
at Leamy Hall.  Be sure to stop by 
the Great Lakes Chapter table! 

Summer Update 

         Coast Guard District 9 head-
quarters has advised the Cutters 
MACKINAW, HOLLYHOCK 
and ALDER will all be undergo-
ing maintenance this summer and 
most likely will not be available 
for the Coast Guard Festival in 
Grand Haven, Michigan or for the 
start of the Chicago-Mackinac 
Island Sail Boat Race at Chicago’s 
Navy Pier. This is highly unusual 
and is partly the result of the Hol-
lyhock being struck in the stern by 
a commercial bulk carrier ship 
during ice breaking operations this 
winter.  At this time there is no 
further information about what 
other cutters might be available to 
support these popular events.  One 
possibility is the 120-foot Bay 
Class icebreaker MOBILE BAY 
from Door County, Wisconsin.  
       Stay tuned to our Face Book 
page where we will post up-dates. 
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Bears Sporting News 

     Congratulations to Great Lakes  
Cadet  2/C Kyle Lynn Sutschek. 
Kyle has just tied the current school  
record in the discus with an effort of 
132'3" (40.30 meters)!   

Kyle served as Charlie Company 
Guidon first semester, a real honor. 
Kyle is also looking forward to her 
summer assignment aboard the 
USCG Cutter Mellon  patrolling 
Alaskan waters and then sailing the 
Tall Ship EAGLE from Miami to 
New Foundland. What a summer!   
 
         Great Lakes Cadet 1/C Judy 
Hooyman was named to the  
NEWMAC All-Conference Team. 

Judy com-
peted in the 
conference 
rowing 
champion-
ship in  
April on  
Lake Quin-
sigamond.  
  

 Cadet 3/C Cassey Fall from 
Hudson, Wisconsin competed in the 
NEWMAC Women’s Track and 
Field 
Champi-
onships 
Making 
an im-
pressive 
10-foot 
pole vault 
during the 
meet. 
 

     Great Lakes Cadet 2/C Darlene 
Sao from Carbondale, Illinois won 
three individual swimming events 
and was 
part of 
winning 
relay lead-
ing Coast 
Guard to a 
175-114 
win over 
arch rival  
Merchant 
Marine. 
Darlene 
won the 50 freestyle (25.68), the 
200 freestyle (2:00.61) and the 200 
IM (2:16.48) while the Bears 200 
medley relay team of Sao, Kelsey 
Gray, Ferguson and Eidenire won 
in 1:55.22.  
 
        In April at the NEWMAC 
Women’s Track & Field Champi-
onship Great Lakes Cadet 3/C 
Carrie 
Smith of 
Downers 
Grove,  
Illinois 
placed 4th  
in the in 
the 
10,000 
meter 
distance 
event, her 
specialty. Later in May Carrie 
competed in the 2014 ECAC 
Women's Outdoor Track and Field 
Championships, and competed in 
the distance event with a time of  
40:23.45. 
 

      Cadet 1/C Gary Ezzo broke an 
Academy record  in May with a 
time of 31:42.37 in the 10,000 
meter 
run.  He 
was also 
the first 
Coast 
Guard 
runner 
since 
2006 to 
earn a 
spot in the NCAA Cross Country 
Championships. Earlier in the sea-
son, he earned All-New England 
honors for the second straight sea-
son and a 17th place finish with a 
time of 25:09 as Coast Guard fin-
ished 10th, its best finish since 
2005 when the Bears placed ninth 
as a team. 
      Great Lakes Cadet 1/C Maren 
Balke of Wyandotte, Michigan 
joined Great Lakes Cadet 1/C Judy 
Hooyman as part of the Varsity-8 
Women’s Crew and “had a break-
out day, exhibiting huge gains in 
speed and racing maturity” to cap 
the season with a strong win in the 
3rd level final at the ECAC Cham-
pionship. Coast Guard was setting 
the pace for the field from the start 

at the May 11, 2014 meet.   
They led by half a boat length in 
the first 1000 and then extended 
that distance out to open water in 
the second 1000.  The Bears held 
on to finish a full boat length 
ahead of the pack!  This win was 
huge for the Bears as it was the 
first time this season they had 
beaten conference rival Smith  
College.  
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Coast Guard News & Newsletter Links  

♦ Coast Guard Visual Imagery Database, your link to Coast Guard video, photos, art, graphics, and 
audio:  http://cgvi.uscg.mil/media/main.php 

♦ Proceedings:  http://www.usni.org/magazines/proceedings/archive/index.asp 
♦ Coast Guard Magazine:  http://www.uscg.mil/magazine/ 
♦ The Reservist:  http://www.uscg.mil/reservist/ 
♦ Seapower Magazine:  http://www.navyleague.org/sea_power/ 
♦ Coast Guard News Channel:  http://www.coastguardchannel.com/index.shtml 
♦ Navy Times:  http://www.navytimes.com/ 
♦ Office of Auxiliary and Boating Safety:  www.USCGboating.org 
♦ CG Auxiliary's official e-magazine "SITREP":  http://www.teamcoastguard.org 
♦ Maritime Safety:  http://homeport.uscg.mil 

 
Basic Military Information 

♦ Military Ranks – Military ranks & insignia:  http://www.defenselink.mil/specials/insignias/
officers.html 

♦ Military Pay Scales:  http://www.dod.mil/dfas/ 
♦ USO Web Site – A key resource for all military personnel:  http://www.uso.org/ 
♦ Cutters & Aircraft of the Coast Guard:  http://www.uscg.mil/datasheet/ 
♦ Coast Guard awards and medals:  http://kepler.egr.duke.edu/USCGRibbons.html 
♦ The Service Academies:  http://www.defenselink.mil/faq/pis/20.html 
♦ Washington Post military index:  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/govt/fedguide/

military.htm 
♦ Military School:  http://www.military-school.org/ 
♦ Military schools throughout the U.S.:  http://www.military-net.com/ 

 
Official (mostly) Coast Guard Links  

♦ US Coast Guard Academy – "THE" home page:  http://www.uscga.edu/ 
♦ US Coast Guard Academy Alumni Association:  http://www.cgaalumni.org/ 
♦ Academy Coast Guard Exchange System – Shopping!:  http://www.shopcoastguard.com/  (There 

are also LOTS of CG items on E-bay — check it out!) 
♦ Critical Academy Dates:  http://www.uscga.edu/calendar.aspx 
♦ USCG Auxiliary – National home page for the Auxiliary:  http://www.cgaux.org/ 
♦ DOD Installations:  http://www.defenselink.mil/faq/pis/sites.html 
♦ "Semper Paratus", the official Coast Guard song:  http://www.uscgaparents.org/links/semper.htm 
♦ History of Coast Guard Day:  http://www.defenselink.mil/afd/military/coastgrd.html 
♦ U.S. Coast Guard – Home page of the "World's Premier Maritime Service":  http://www.uscg.mil/ 
♦ CG Work-Life Program:  http://www.uscg.mil/hq/hsc/worklife/ 
♦ Coast Guard Wives:  http://www.coastguardwives.com/ 
♦ Coast Guard units:  http://www.uscg.mil/top/units/ 
♦ Chief Warrant Officer Association:  www.cwoauscg.org 
♦ Chief Petty Officer Association:  http://www.uscgcpoa.org/ 
♦ The Foundation for Coast Guard History:  www.fcgh.org/ 

 
Unofficial (but good) Coast Guard Links  

♦ CoastieChicks.net – Support for CG Spouses:  http://coastiechicks.net/ 
♦ USCGA Girlfriend and Boyfriend Support Group:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/

USCGAGIRLSANDBOYS/ 
♦ Fred's Place – Dedicated to U.S. Coast Guard Active Duty, Retired, Reserve, Auxiliary, "All Those 

Who Served", Coast Guard SPARs, and past or present civilian co-workers:  http://
www.fredsplace.org/ 

♦ Coast Guard Foundation:  http://www.coastguardfoundation.org 
♦ Title 14, United States Code:  http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/14/ 
♦ Federal Agencies – a pretty complete listing:  http://www.lib.lsu.edu/gov/index.html 
♦ Naval and Maritime Links:  http://vlnavmar.usnaweb.org/ 

(Continued on page 11) 

GLPA Spring 2014 Newsletter 

Useful Links 
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Useful Links (continued) 
 
Other Military Academy Parent Associations  

♦ USNA Parents Network:  http://www.usna.org/ 
♦ West Point Parents Net:  http://www.west-point.org/ 
♦ USAFA Parents Clubs:  http://www.usafa.af.mil/superintendent/development/parentsclubs.asp 
♦ USMMA Parents Association:  http://www.usmma.edu/parents/Default.htm 
♦ NAPS Parents Page:  http://www.usna.com/NAPS/ 

 
Fun Coast Guard Links  

♦ Ken Laesser's Coast Guard History Page:  http://www.laesser.org/ 
♦ Kids Corner – Coloring books, fun, games & links to kid's sites:  http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/nmc/

mail.htm 
♦ Trivia quiz:  http://www.funtrivia.com/trivia-quiz/World/A-year-at-the-US-Coast-Guard-Academy-

173127.html 

GLPA Spring 2014 Newsletter 

The USCG Auxiliary is the volunteer unit of the USCG. It 
performs the same missions as the regular Coast Guard 
(except law enforcement and combat). Our duties include 
surface patrols (safety, search & rescue, pollution, re-
gatta); air patrols; vessel safety checks on boats; teaching 
safe boating classes; speaking to children about safe 
swimming & safe boating; visiting marine dealers & others 

to spread information about boating regulations; pollution; Homeland Security; recruiting students for 
the AIM program and the Coast Guard Academy; radio watch standing at USCG stations; cooking for 
the crew at USCG stations; and supporting the USCG in any way we can. Since 9-11 the USCG and the 
Auxiliary have come under the Department of Homeland Security and we have been asked to perform 
more duties and get the word out to the general public so that they can assist us by becoming extra 
eyes and ears. Go to www.cgaux.org for more info. 

Want to feed your cadet? Just go to www.uscgaparents.org, click on “Members” 
and scroll down to Cadet Cakes or Ensign Edibles for more information. As you can 

see, there’s a lot of great information available on this site. 

Mission Statement of the Great Lakes 
Chapter of the U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy Parents’ Association 

The Association is a non-profit organization 
which exists for the sole purpose of support-
ing the U.S. Coast Guard Academy and its 
Corps of Cadets. It seeks: 

• to expand public understanding and appre-
ciation of the Academy 

• to encourage well-qualified young men and 
women to apply for appointments as ca-
dets 

• to promote communication between par-
ents, cadets, and the Academy admini-
stration 

• and to make known to its membership the 
opportunities for participating in Academy 
and support projects offered by the U.S. 
Coast Guard Academy Alumni Association 
and the Coast Guard Auxiliary. 

A Site to Remember… 

The Great Lakes Parents’ Association web-
site is on the CGA Parents’ Association web-
site at http://www.cgaalumni.org/s/1043/
index.aspx?sid=1043&gid=1&pgid=1293. 
The purpose of the site is to provide a re-
source of information on meetings, newslet-
ters, meeting minutes, directions to meet-
ings, links for Coast Guard and Coast Guard 
Academy information and a place to see our 
cadets and the quality of their achievements. 
Cadets and their families have found the site 
to be interesting regardless of their level of 
progress through the Academy. Also be sure 
to join us on Facebook:  “Great Lakes Par-
ents Association United States Coast Guard 
Academy”, http://www.facebook.com/
groups/97045912413/ 



Apply today on-line at http://www.usaa.com 
You do not need to be a veteran to apply. 
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